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UK Conservative Manifesto 2019 Commitments 
 
An Analysis from a Climate Emergency perspective 
 
The following is the new UK Government commitments made in 2019, that they can now be 
held accountable for delivering upon. Albeit, the stated commitments do not appear to match 
the high-level objectives of achieving net zero carbon by 2050, which in itself is a risky delay 
in achieving net zero for mitigating global temperature rise and increased catastrophic weather 
events.   [If you have limited reading time- just read the highlighted blue text]. 
 
47 Commitments made: 
 
GENERAL 
Front header page- “Reaching Net Zero by 2050 with investment in clean energy solutions 
and green infrastructure to reduce carbon emissions and pollution.” 
 
Introduction page- “Achieve our goal of being carbon neutral by 2050.” 
 
Page 5- “Raise standards in areas like workers’ rights, animal welfare, agriculture and the 
environment. We will legislate to ensure high standards of workers’ rights, environmental 
protection.” 
 
ENERGY 
Page 15- “We will keep our existing energy cap and introduce new measures to lower bills.” 
DCE Note: meaning that incentives for green energy will be limited. 
 
Page 55- “We will invest £500 million to help energy-intensive industries move to low-
carbon techniques.” 
 
Page 55- “We will support gas for hydrogen production and nuclear energy, as important 
parts of the energy system, alongside increasing our commitment to renewables.” 
 
Page 55- “Our world-leading offshore wind industry will reach 40GW by 2030, and we will 
enable new floating wind farms. “ 
 
LOCALISM 
Page 26- “Conservatives believe you can and must trust people and communities to make the 
decisions that are right for them.” 
 
TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 
Page 27- “£100 billion in additional infrastructure spending – on roads, rail and other 
responsible, productive investment which will repair and refurbish the fabric of our country.”   
DCE Note: A large focus of this is upon Rail, tram, bus.  But £28billion of that is on roads. 
 
Page 27- “We will invest £1 billion in completing a fast-charging network to ensure that 
everyone is within 30 miles of a rapid electric vehicle charging station. We will consult on the 
earliest date we can phase out the sale of new conventional petrol and diesel cars, while 
minimising the impact on drivers and businesses.” 
 
Page 28- “We will invest in superbus networks with lower fares – flat fares in urban areas – 
and increased frequency. We will keep bus fares low, bring back and protect rural routes, and 
speed up your journeys. We will invest in electric buses, developing the UK’s first all electric-
bus town.” 
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“We will support commuter cycling routes, so that more people can cycle safely to work and 
more families can go out together. We will create a new £350 million Cycling Infrastructure 
Fund with mandatory design standards for new routes.” 
 
“It is for Heathrow Airport to demonstrate that it can meet its air quality and noise 
obligations, that the project can be financed and built and that the business case is realistic. The 
scheme will receive no new public money. More broadly, we will use new air traffic control 
technology to cut the time aircraft spend waiting to land, reducing delays, noise nuisance and 
pollution. We will also build on Britain’s pioneering work in electric and low-carbon flight.” 
 
Page 47- “We will also deliver on our commitment to fund the building of the West Wales 
Parkway Rail Station outside of Swansea.” 
 
Page 55- “We will support clean transport to ensure clean air, as well as setting strict new 
laws on air quality. “ 
 
FIBRE INFRASTRUCTURE 
Page 28- “We intend to bring full fibre and gigabit capable broadband to every home and 
business across the UK by 2025.”   DCE Note:  meaning that less travel is needed! 
 
HOUSING 
Page 31- “This will see us build at least a million more homes, of all tenures, over the next 
Parliament.”    DCE Note:  how does this align with green belt, carbon and transport 
commitments. 
 
“Environmentally friendly homes. We will support the creation of new kinds of homes that 
have low energy bills and which support our environmental targets and will expect all new 
streets to be lined with trees.” 
 
“The Green Belt. We will protect and enhance the Green Belt. We will improve poor quality 
land, increase biodiversity and make our beautiful countryside more accessible for local 
community use. In order to safeguard our green spaces, we will continue to prioritise 
brownfield development, particularly for the regeneration of our cities and towns.” 
 
Page 55- “We will help lower energy bills by investing £9.2 billion in the energy efficiency of 
homes, schools and hospitals. “ 
 
WORKFORCE 
Page 36- “Our plan to deliver clean energy and a carbon-neutral future means new kinds of 
jobs in new industries.” 
 
Page 55- “In the next decade, we will work with the market to deliver 2 million new high 
quality jobs in clean growth. “ 
 
INNOVATION 
Page 40- “We will use our £1 billion Ayrton Fund to develop affordable and accessible clean 
energy that will improve lives and help us to lead the world in tackling climate change.” 
 
“We will use government procurement to support new ideas.”   DCE Note:  potential here to 
use government procurement to drive sustainability and low carbon. 
 
“Our first Budget will prioritise the environment: investing in R&D; decarbonisation 
schemes; new flood defences, which will receive £4 billion in new funding over the coming 
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years; electric vehicle infrastructure including a national plug-in network and giga-factory; and 
clean energy. “ 
 
AGRICULTURE 
Page 42- “In return for funding, they must farm in a way that protects and enhances our 
natural environment…. There will be a legal commitment to fish sustainably and a legal 
requirement for a plan to achieve maximum sustainable yield for each stock.” 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Page 45- “Our Environment Bill will guarantee that we will protect and restore our natural 
environment.” 
 
“We will set up a new independent Office for Environmental Protection and introduce our 
own legal targets, including for air quality. 
 
“We will invest in nature, helping us to reach our Net Zero target with a £640 million new 
Nature for Climate fund.”.   DCE Note: this is insignificant funding for the achieving target. 
 
“We will reach an additional 75,000 acres of trees a year by the end of the next Parliament.” 
 
“Will create new National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, as well as 
making our most loved landscapes greener, happier, healthier and open to all.” 
 
“We will continue to lead the world in tackling plastic pollution, and will introduce a new levy 
to increase the proportion of recyclable plastics in packaging.” 
 
“We will introduce extended producer responsibility, so that producers pay the full costs of 
dealing with the waste they produce, and boost domestic recycling.” 
 
“We will ban the export of plastic waste to non-OECD countries.” 
 
“We will crack down on the waste and carelessness that destroys our natural environment and 
kills marine life.” 
 
“We will increase penalties for fly-tipping, make those on community sentences clean up their 
parks and streets.” 
 
“We will introduce a deposit return scheme to incentivise people to recycle plastic and glass.”  
DCE Note:  This is very sensible. 
 
Page 46- “We believe that the North Sea oil and gas industry has a long future ahead and 
know the sector has a key role to play as we move to a Net Zero economy. We will support this 
transition in the next Parliament with a transformational sector deal.”   
DCE Note:  Interesting statement! 
 
CLIMATE  
Page 55- “The climate emergency means that the challenges we face stretch far beyond our 
borders.” 
 
“The UK has cut carbon emissions by more than any similar developed country”.   
DCE Note: this is correct in the sense of UK CO2 production; but is incorrect when considered 
on the basis on CO2 emissions from our consumption (including aviation, shipping, imported 
good/services). Overall UK has not reduced the emissions of CO2 equivalent over the last 20 
year from what the UK population consumes. This is all important.  We have merely exported 
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our emissions to China/India/USA/Europe, etc. This is critical in what the UK Government 
truly means by ‘net zero GHG emissions’! 
 
“We will lead the global fight against climate change by delivering on our world-leading 
target of Net Zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, as advised by the independent 
Committee on Climate Change. “ 
 
“We have doubled International Climate Finance. And we will use our position hosting the 
UN Climate Change Summit in Glasgow in 2020 to ask our global partners to match our 
ambition.” 
 
“We will set up new international partnerships to tackle deforestation and protect vital 
landscapes and wildlife corridors. “ 
 
“We will establish a new £500 million Blue Planet Fund to help protect our oceans from 
plastic pollution, warming sea temperatures and overfishing, and extend the Blue Belt 
programme to preserve the maritime environment. “ 
 
“We will continue to lead diplomatic efforts to protect 30 per cent of the world’s oceans by 
2030. “ 
 
“We will invest £800 million to build the first fully deployed carbon capture storage cluster 
by the mid-2020s.” 
 
“We placed a moratorium on fracking in England with immediate effect. Having listened to 
local communities, we have ruled out changes to the planning system. We will not support 
fracking unless the science shows categorically that it can be done safely. “  DCE Note: this 
moratorium is not included acidification and other forms of advanced extraction of oil. 
 
 
------- 
 
The originating file analysed is stored at: 
https://assets-global.website-
files.com/5da42e2cae7ebd3f8bde353c/5dda924905da587992a064ba_Conservative%202019%2
0Manifesto.pdf 
 
 
 

 
Contact:  contact@dorking-climate-emergency.net  


